716                                  ADDISOJTIAtfA.

3f a stoic philosopher is inconsistent with the hurry and
tumult of action and passion, which are the soul of tragedy.
That the ingenious author had miscarried in the plan of hia
work, but supported it by the dignity, the purity, the beauty,
and justness of the sentiments. This was so much the opinion
of Mr. Maynwaring,1 who was generally allowed to be one of
the best critics of the time, that he was against bringing.the play
upon the stage, and it lay by unfinished several years. That
it was played at last was owing to Mr. Hughes. He had read
the four acts which were finished, and thought it would be of
service to the public to have it represented at the end of
Queen Anne's reign, when the old ^English spirit of liberty
was thought to be in danger. He endeavoured to bring Mr.
Addison into his opinion, which he did so far as to procure
his consent that it should be acted if Mr. Hughes would
write the last act. He excused his not finishing it himself,
on account of some other avocations, and pressed Mr. Hughe?
to do it so earnestly, that he was prevailed on, and set about
it. But, a week after, seeing Mr. Addison again, with an in-
tention to communicate to him what he had thought of it, he
was agreeably surprised at his producing some papers, where
near half of the act was written by the author himself, who,
it is said, took fire at the hint that it would be serviceable,
and upon a second reflection went on with it; not that he
was diffident of Mr. Hughes's ability, but knowing thau no
man could have so perfect an idea of his design as himself. " I
was told this," says Mr. Maynwaring, "by Mr. Hughes; and
I tell it, to show that it was not for the love scenes that Mr,
Addison consented to have his tragedy acted, but to support
the old K-ornan and English public spirit among his country-
men."

POPE  AFD   CATO.

"WHEN Addison had finished his tragedy of Cato he brought
it to Pope, and left it with him three or four days for his
opinion. Pope, with much freedom, told him that he thought
he had better not exhibit it on the stage; and added, that
by printing it only as a classical performance he might make
it turn to a profitable account, as the piece was very well
penned, though not theatrical enough to succeed on the
stage. Mr. Addison assured him that he coincided with him

1 Arthur Maynwaring, Esq. author of tlie Medley, &c.   See ante, p. 340.